Early laparoscopic biliary injury: experience in New Zealand.
Data on the incidence, nature and management of early laparoscopic biliary injury up to January 1993 were obtained by a postal questionnaire sent to all New Zealand general surgeons (n = 214; response rate 71 percent) and to all endoscopists who perform endoscopic retrograde cholangiography (n = 16; response rate 100 percent). A total of 41 injuries (surgeons' survey, 22; endoscopists' survey, 19) occurred in an estimated 4000 laparoscopic cholecystectomies; 16 involved the common bile and hepatic ducts, and 25 the cystic and segment V ducts. Operative cholangiography was performed in one patient. The diagnosis of injury was made after operation in 31 of 41 patients and after discharge in 21. Conservative management was undertaken in only 19 patients. This prospective audit documents an increase in the incidence of early biliary injury after the introduction of laparoscopic cholecystectomy in New Zealand. The results highlight the need for further study to determine the best way to ensure early and accurate diagnosis of biliary injury and to define optimal conservative and operative management.